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ARQUUS AND THALES STRENGTHEN THEIR
COOPERATION ON NEXT-GENERATION MOBILE FIRE
SUPPORT CAPABILITIES

On the Eurosatory 2026 forum, Arquus and Thales announce the signing, this
Thursday, June 18, 2026, of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) aimed at
strengthening their cooperation around a mobile fire support solution combining tactical
mobility, crew protection and firepower.

This signing takes place on the John Cockerill Defense stand, where the SHERPA Scout
120 MC is being presented, featuring an onboard mortar capability that integrates Arquus's
SHERPA vehicle with the 120mm rifled mortar developed by Thales.

Official signing ceremony in front of the SHERPA Scout 120 MC
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As the result of the complementary expertise of the two French manufacturers, this
solution addresses the growing needs of ground forces in terms of mobility,
responsiveness and precision fire support. It combines the proven performance of the
Thales rifled mortar, with a range of up to 13 kilometers, with the mobility and protection of
the SHERPA, a benchmark 4x4 vehicle already deployed by numerous armed forces
worldwide across all types of fields.

The SHERPA Scout 120 MC enables a "shoot and scoot" capability, essential in modern
operational environments. Thanks to its rapid deployment, it reduces crew exposure to
counter-battery threats while ensuring a high level of operational effectiveness. The
solution allows for the deployment of a 120mm rifled mortar while retaining additional
payload capacity, meeting the needs of units engaged in high-intensity operations.

SHERPA Scout 120 MC equipped with the Thales 120mm rifled mortar

This configuration also benefits from the inherent qualities of the SHERPA family, a true
"Swiss Army knife" of tactical mobility, capable of carrying up to 4 personnel and operating
in demanding environments. Available in several configurations and versions to meet a
wide range of mission requirements, the SHERPA has established itself as one of the
benchmark tactical vehicles in its category. With more than 1,300 vehicles sold across
every continent, qualified by the DGA (France's defense procurement agency) and
compliant with NATO standards, it has proven its robustness, reliability and effectiveness
across numerous theaters of operation.

The version presented at Eurosatory carries a 120mm mortar with 32 rounds on board,
while maintaining a high level of tactical mobility and protection meeting STANAG 4569
requirements. The vehicle on display features enhanced ballistic protection, mine
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protection, a Hornet Lite remote weapon station armed with a 7.62mm machine gun, and a
winch, giving the crew a high level of survivability and autonomy in the field.

The system also benefits from a scalable architecture allowing the integration of numerous
pieces of equipment depending on operational needs, including tropicalized air
conditioning systems, fire suppression systems, or enhanced mine protection levels.

With this signing, Arquus and Thales confirm their shared commitment to developing and
promoting sovereign solutions capable of meeting the needs of French and international
armed forces in the context of high-intensity engagements.

SHERPA Scout 120 MC equipped with the Thales 120mm rifled mortar

John Cockerill, enabler of opportunities

Driven since 1817 by the entrepreneurial spirit and thirst for innovation of its founder, the
John Cockerill Group develops large-scale technological solutions to meet the needs of its
time: facilitating access to low carbon energies, enabling sustainable industrial production,
preserving natural resources, contributing to greener mobility, enhancing security and
installing critical infrastructures.

Its offer to companies, States and communities consists of services and associated
equipment for the sectors of energy, defence, industry, the environment, transports, and
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Press Contact :

infrastructures

With over 8200 employees, the John Cockerill Group achieved a turnover of € 1,649
billion in 2025 in 27 countries, on 5 continents.

Following the acquisition of Arquus in July 2024, John Cockerill Defense aims for an
annual turnover of 1 billion euros and a workforce of 2,000 professionals by 2026, with a
global presence and major operational bases in Belgium, France, Italy, India, and Saudi
Arabia.

www.johncokerill.com « defense.johncockerill.com « arquus-defense.com

Xavier Delhaye : xavier.delhaye@johncockerill.com, + 32 475 30 28 58
Julien Marique : Julien.marique@)johncockerill.com, + 32 475 30 08 91
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